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Scenario 1: 
You receive a call from the Pennsylvania Interstate Compact for Juveniles office.  A 16-
year-old Pennsylvania youth and her 11-month-old baby appear at a social services 
agency in New Jersey, indicating that they are homeless.  The youth indicates that she 
had been living in Pennsylvania with her mother, who is her primary custodian.  The 
youth explains that she and her mother had ongoing parent/child conflict issues and she 
decided that she was no longer willing to live with her mother.  Having no means to 
support herself or her child, the youth ran away from her mother’s home to find 
temporary residence with an aunt in New Jersey, however upon arrival; the aunt was 
unwilling to allow the youth and her baby to stay with her.  The youth and her baby were 
temporarily placed into foster care. 
 
(If participants ask, they may assume that the youth is willing to sign Form III and 
return to Pennsylvania voluntarily.) 
Resolution 
Which state is responsible for the youth? 

• Youth’s primary and legal custodian (mother) is a resident of Pennsylvania.  
Although the youth appears in New Jersey for assistance, she is an 
abandoned youth from her state of residence (Pennsylvania), therefore 
Pennsylvania is responsible. 

What are your next steps? 
• As the youth is without proper parental care and control, the local 

Pennsylvania Children and Youth agency would be required to file an 
emergency petition and pick-up order/detention order for the placement of 
the youth and child. 

• After the emergency petition is filed, it is forwarded to Pennsylvania ICJ 
office, who in turn, forwards the petition and pick-up order to New Jersey. 

• New Jersey facilitates a hearing for the youth to afford her the opportunity 
to sign the Form III; Consent for Voluntary Return of Runaway, Escapee or 
Absconder. If the youth signs the Form III, Pennsylvania must make 
arrangements for her return within five business days. 

• If the holding State can accommodate proposed/tentative travel 
arrangements, Children and Youth Agency books the flight/secures ground 
transport etc. 

• If flying a youth, direct flights are strongly recommended. When that is not 
possible, the ICJ Office in Pennsylvania will assist your Agency in securing 
airport surveillance (if available) in the State of layover. This will be 
considered and coordinate in advance of booking the ticket. Most states 
require a 24 to 48 hour notification for surveillance requests. 

• Your Agency will send a worker or other designated person/s (sheriffs, etc.) 
to meet the youth at the arriving gate at the airport and transport the youth 
directly to your Agency’s care.
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Scenario 2: 
Your Agency receives a call from the Pennsylvania Interstate Compact for Juveniles 
Office informing you that a youth in your custody was picked up in the State of North 
Carolina after a person reported suspicious activity at the neighbor’s house.  The youth 
was discovered residing with her adult boyfriend whom she met over the Internet.  The 
youth wants to remain in North Carolina with her boyfriend and states she refuses to 
return to Pennsylvania and will not sign the Form III (Consent for Voluntary Return by 
Runaway, Escapee or Absconder).  There are no outstanding delinquent charges in 
North Carolina. 
Resolution: 

• Pennsylvania Children and Youth agency prepares Form I, Requisition for 
Runaway Juvenile. 

Trainer Note: Inform participants that, if the youth was not in the custody of Children 
and Youth, the child welfare professional would first contact the 
parent/legal guardian and provide them with the option to petition the 
court with Form A, Requisition for Runaway Juvenile, if the parent 
refused, the Agency would proceed with Form I.) 

• Requisition includes: properly executed Form I, signed by the Judge and 
certified by a Notary; petition; dependency order; any additional 
information demonstrating your Agency’s entitlement to this youth.  All 
documents must be true certified (not copies). 

• Requisition is forwarded to the Pennsylvania ICJ Office in triplicate. 
• Requisition is forwarded to holding state’s ICJ Office. Requisition is then 

sent to the juvenile Judge presiding over the Requisition hearing. If 
entitlement is evident and the Requisition is duly executed, the Judge 
orders the juvenile to return to Pennsylvania and orders the youth be 
detained pending Pennsylvania’s return. 

• Upon notification from Pennsylvania ICJ Office that the Requisition has 
been honored by the holding State, Pennsylvania Children and Youth 
Agency must make travel arrangements for the youth, in consultation with 
the ICJ Office to ensure the specific times, needs etc. can be met. 

• If the holding State can accommodate proposed/tentative travel 
arrangements, Children and Youth Agency books the flight/secures ground 
transport etc. 

• If flying a youth, direct flights are strongly recommended. When that is not 
possible, the ICJ Office in Pennsylvania will assist your Agency in securing 
airport surveillance (if available) in the State of layover. This will be 
considered and coordinate in advance of booking the ticket. Most states 
require a 24 to 48 hour notification for surveillance requests. 

• Your Agency will send a worker or other designated person/s (sheriffs, etc.) 
to meet the youth at the arriving gate at the airport and transport the youth 
directly to your Agency’s care.
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Scenario 3 and 4: 
You are contacted by your local PA police department.  A 15-year-old Florida youth was 
picked up by the police and this youth is listed on the National Crime Information Center 
(NCIC) as a wanted person from Florida.  The youth is in the custody of a Florida social 
services agency but is also wanted on a juvenile warrant for a crime he was alleged to 
have committed while in placement in Florida. 
 
The only difference between scenario 3 and 4 is that the youth is willing to return 
voluntarily in scenario 3 and the youth is NOT willing to return voluntarily in 
scenario 4. Process out scenario 3, explain to the large group the difference 
between the scenarios, and finally ask the fourth small group to explain what they 
would have done differently than group 3. 
 
Resolution 

• Contact the Pennsylvania ICJ office to determine whether Florida 
authorities plan to extradite the youth on the warrant.  

• Pennsylvania ICJ office will contact Florida ICJ office to inquire as to 
whether Florida will extradite the youth on the warrant.  Pennsylvania ICJ 
office will contact the Pennsylvania Children and Youth office to advise 
them regarding the status. 

• If Florida plans to extradite the youth on the warrant, contact your local 
juvenile probation office.  This youth will need to be placed in a secure 
detention facility.  After this point, the children and youth agency will have 
no further responsibility in facilitating the youth’s return.  Juvenile 
probation will be responsible for scheduling any court proceedings for the 
youth and assisting in his return. 

• If Florida rescinds the warrant, Pennsylvania ICJ will notify the 
Pennsylvania Children and Youth Agency. The youth will need to be placed 
in non-secure detention. The Children and Youth Agency will then be 
responsible for scheduling any court proceedings for the youth and 
assisting in his return to Florida. 

• If this were not a NCIC case and the child was not already in the custody of the 
Florida Social Services Agency the following steps would be necessary.  
However, as this is a NCIC case, custody is already with the Florida Social 
Services Agency and necessary documentation is provided at the time the 
child/youth is listed on NCIC. 

o As the youth is without proper parental care and control, Florida would be 
required to file an emergency petition and pick-up order/detention order for 
the placement of the youth and child. 

o After the emergency petition is filed, it is forwarded to the Florida ICJ 
office, who in turn, forwards the petition and pick-up order to 
Pennsylvania. 
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• Pennsylvania facilitates a hearing for the youth to afford him/her the 
opportunity to sign Form III; Consent for Voluntary Return of Runaway, 
Escapee or Absconder. If the youth signs the Form III, Florida must make 
arrangements for her return within five business days. 

• If your agency can accommodate proposed/tentative travel arrangements, 
Florida books the flight/secures ground transport etc. 

• Your Agency is responsible for transporting the youth to the local airport 
and maintaining security of the youth until departure. Ensure that the youth 
does not have any personal belongings, which could jeopardize the health, 
safety or security of the youth or aircraft.  These items should be returned 
via an approved carrier (e.g. USPS, UPS, Federal Express, etc.).  Also 
ensure that the youth has picture identification and/or a copy of the 
applicable ICJ paperwork or appropriate due process documentation in her 
possession before entering the airport. 


